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News Release 

04.08.2026 

Beznau NPP: Unit 2 starts 
refuelling 

Axpo today commenced the refueling of Unit 2 at the Beznau Nuclear Power Plant (KKB). The 

outage will last approximately two weeks. 

KKB specialists will replace 20 of the 121 fuel assemblies in the reactor core during the outage. 

In addition, scheduled inspections and system tests will be carried out. The more than 560 

KKB employees will be supported by around 150 external specialists. The refuelling is con-

ducted under the supervision of the Swiss Federal Nuclear Safety Inspectorate (ENSI). 

During the shutdown of the plant, water vapour may be visible above the turbine building. This 

is a normal process and poses no risk to people or the environment. Due to the high tempera-

ture of the water in the River Aare, Unit 2 has already been shut down last Friday. This meas-

ure serves to protect the River Aare. 

The Beznau Nuclear Power Plant produces around 6 terawatt-hours of electricity every year, 

covering approximately one tenth of Switzerland’s electricity demand. The two reactor units 

are regularly taken offline in spring and summer for refuelling or an overhaul. They then re-

sume contributing to the electricity supply for around another year, particularly during the win-

ter months. 

 

About Axpo 

Axpo is driven by a single purpose – to enable a sustainable future through innovative energy 
solutions.  Axpo is Switzerland's largest energy producer and an international leader in energy 

trading and the marketing of solar and wind power. Axpo combines the experience and exper-

tise of about 7,500 employees who are driven by a passion for innovation, collaboration and 
impactful change.  Using cutting-edge technologies, Axpo innovates to meet the evolving 

needs of its customers in more than 30 countries across Europe, North America and Asia.  
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Additional information 

Axpo Holding AG, Corporate Communications  
T 0800 44 11 00 (Switzerland), T +41 56 200 41 10 (International)  

(Available 7.30 a.m. to 5.30 p.m.)  

medien@axpo.com 
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