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News Release 

27.10.2026 

Tierfed groundwater pumping  
station: No PFOA in the  
groundwater  

In May 2026, an official sampling exercise took place at the Tierfed groundwater 

pumping station operated by Kraftwerke Linth-Limmern AG (KLL). This revealed a 

PFOA level that exceeded the maximum limit set out in the Drinking Water Ordi-

nance. An in-depth investigation into the causes has now revealed that the ground-

water from the Tierfed pumping station is of impeccable quality. The elevated PFOA 

level recorded in May 2026 was confined to the sampling valve at the pumping sta-

tion. 

In brief: 

• The cause of the elevated PFOA level was investigated in depth. No elevated PFOA lev-

els were found in the drinking water from the Tierfed groundwater pumping station. 

 

• The investigations identified the sampling valve at the pumping station as the source of 

the elevated PFOA level. 

 

• The sampling valve was replaced and the drinking water supply from the Tierfed 

groundwater pumping station resumed. 

Due to the elevated PFOA level, the relevant authorities decided on 22 June 2026 to take the 

pumping station out of service immediately. KLL AG implemented this on the very same day 

and switched the water supply to the Linthal drinking water supply (municipality of Glarus 

South). The drinking water supply for the population was thus maintained. Those affected by 

the measure were KLL’s direct customers as well as the affected customers in the ‘Wald’ supply 

zone of the Linthal municipal drinking water supply (municipality of Glarus South). They were 

informed by KLL about the switch in the drinking water supply. 

In-depth analyses of the groundwater from the Tierfed pumping station have shown that the 

groundwater does not contain elevated levels of PFOA. The quality of the drinking water for 

consumers and the drinking water for livestock has been and remains impeccable at all times. 

However, an elevated PFOA level was detected in the sampling valve of the groundwater 

pumping station. This fitting is used to take drinking water samples and does not come into 

contact with the drinking water supplied to consumers. The sampling valve has since been 
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replaced, tested and found to be in perfect condition. The drinking water supply from the 

pumping station was resumed following official approval. 

Kraftwerke Linth-Limmern AG is a joint venture between Axpo and the Canton of Glarus. Axpo 

holds 85 per cent of the shares, whilst the Canton of Glarus holds 15 per cent. 

Note for editorial teams 

• PFOA and PFAS: PFOA (perfluorooctanoic acid) belongs to the group of per- and 

polyfluoroalkyl substances (abbreviated to PFAS). These substances are highly persis-

tent in the environment and can accumulate over long periods. Common sources of 

PFOA include sewage sludge applied in the past, fire-fighting water or industrial emis-

sions. A single detection of elevated levels does not automatically indicate an immedi-

ate health risk, but does require further investigation into how the PFOA entered the 

environment. 

About Axpo 

Axpo is driven by a single purpose – to enable a sustainable future through innovative energy 

solutions.  Axpo is Switzerland's largest energy producer and an international leader in energy 

trading and the marketing of solar and wind power. Axpo combines the experience and exper-

tise of about 7,500 employees who are driven by a passion for innovation, collaboration and 

impactful change.  Using cutting-edge technologies, Axpo innovates to meet the evolving 

needs of its customers in more than 30 countries across Europe, North America and Asia.  

 

Additional information 

Axpo Holding AG, Corporate Communications 

T 0800 44 11 00 (Switzerland), T +41 56 200 41 10 (International) 

(Available from 8.00 am to 5.30 pm) 

medien@axpo.com 

Office for Food Safety and Animal Health (ALT, GR) 

Giochen Bearth giochen.bearth@alt.gr.ch, +41 81 257 24 11 

Department of Environment, Forestry and Energy (GL) 

Franziska Wyss franziska.wyss@gl.ch, +41 55 640 64 5 
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