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Axpo and EKZ increase security of supply in the 
Stäfa area 
 

With the aim of continuing to ensure a reliable supply of energy in the Stäfa region, 

Axpo is currently laying an overhead line of around one kilometer in length 

underground. EKZ built a new, more powerful substation that connects Axpo's high-

voltage grid with EKZ's medium-voltage grid. The EKZ-operated substation was 

commissioned at the end of May 2019. 

 

In the communities around Stäfa, the demand for electrical energy has been consistently high 

for years. Axpo and EKZ have therefore taken comprehensive measures to ensure that the 

region continues to have a reliable supply of electricity. Within two years, EKZ constructed, 

tested and commissioned the new Stäfa substation. The new substation is much smaller and 

much more powerful than the old, 45-year-old facility. The high-voltage switchgear is housed 

within the building and is therefore much less susceptible to faults than the old outdoor 

switchgear. The old switchgear was dismantled and the area that was freed up was 

renaturalized with ponds, hedges and marshland. The costs for the renovation of the Stäfa 

substation amount to around eight million Swiss francs. The Stäfa substation will be connected 

to the Axpo high-voltage grid via two 110 kilovolt lines from Herrliberg and Aathal. 

 

Line construction work is still in progress and will be completed in autumn. Axpo is installing 

the 110-kilovolt line over a distance of around one kilometer between the Brunnenwisli area 

and the cable already underground outside the Stäfa substation. Since the overhead line runs 

along a wooded area on this section, there is an increased risk of failure in the event of severe 

storms due to broken or uprooted trees. Axpo has therefore decided, in consultation with EKZ, 

to lay the line in the ground on this section. 
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About Axpo: Axpo is Switzerland's largest producer of renewable energy and an international 

leader in energy trading and the marketing of solar and wind power. 5000 employees combine 

experience and expertise with a passion for innovation. Axpo develops innovative energy 

solutions based on state-of-the-art technologies for its customers in over 30 countries in 

Europe and the USA. 

 

About EKZ: EKZ is one of the largest energy service providers in Switzerland and supplies 

around one million people with electricity - reliably, ecologically and cost-effectively. The 

approximately 1,300 employees of the EKZ Group are committed to a sustainable energy 

future: with products made from 100 percent renewable energy sources, the consistent 

expansion of wind, hydro and solar energy, and smart technologies. EKZ plans, builds and 

maintains an electricity grid that is around 15,000 kilometers long and has an above-average 

availability of 99.998 percent. EKZ's customers include private individuals, companies and 

other Swiss energy suppliers. As one of the largest apprenticeship providers in the canton of 

Zurich, EKZ trains around 140 skilled workers in nine apprenticeship professions.  


