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Beznau nuclear power plant: block 2 back on the grid 

after overhaul  

 

Beznau nuclear power plant (KKB) has completed the overhaul of block 2.  

The Swiss Federal Nuclear Safety Inspectorate (ENSI) has given its approval 

for the resumption of operations. KKB 2 will thus start a new operating cy-

cle. The plant will continue providing an essential contribution to the secu-

rity of supply in Switzerland.  

The overhaul focused on comprehensive maintenance work, periodic tests and in-

spections. Out of 121 fuel elements, 20 were replaced. The employees of the KKB re-

ceived support from several hundred external experts from the region, Switzerland 

and abroad.  

Following approval by ENSI, KKB 2 returns to power operation with the first turbine 

group. The second turbine group will follow in the next days due to a delay in the de-

livery of spare parts. As the plant powers up again, steam will be visible above the 

non-nuclear part of the plant (engine room) at times. There is no danger to people or 

the environment.  

The Beznau nuclear power plant produces around 6 terawatt hours of electricity in a 

safe, reliable and climate-friendly way every year – meeting about one tenth of Swit-

zerland’s electricity requirements. The two power plant blocks are taken off grid sep-

arately in spring/summer for fuel element replacement or overhaul. They then re-

sume a contribution to Switzerland’s security of supply for around another year, 

something which is particularly vital in the winter months.  

 

About Axpo: 

Axpo is driven by a single purpose – to enable a sustainable future through innova-

tive energy solutions.  Axpo is Switzerland's largest producer of renewable energy 

and an international leader in energy trading and the marketing of solar and wind 

power. Axpo combines the experience and expertise of more than 6,000 employees 

who are driven by a passion for innovation, collaboration and impactful change.  Us-

ing cutting-edge technologies, Axpo innovates to meet the evolving needs of its cus-

tomers in over 30 countries across Europe, North America and Asia. 
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Additional information 

Axpo Holding AG, Corporate Communications  

T 0800 44 11 00 (Switzerland), T +41 56 200 41 10 (international) 

(Available from 8:00 am to 5:30 pm) 

medien@axpo.com  
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